Thursday 23 February 2023
Flying to Burkina Faso
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https://fespaco.org/en/welcome-to-fespaco/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/31/burkina-faso-says-28-soldiers-civilians-killed-in-rebel-attacks
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/burkina-faso
https://www.bfi.org.uk/
https://www.independentcinemaoffice.org.uk/
https://www.maona.art/

Saturday 25 February 2023
FESPACO Opening Ceremony

Friday 24 February 2023
Meeting the Family



https://www.mosampetha.com/african-archive-research
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Sunday 26 February 2023
First Day in Cine Neerwaya

Walking into Cine Neerwaya, in the area
that Sankara built. | had a wave of emotion.
| gueued to get my bag checked with
security, everyone around me is greeting
each other. | see faces from the party last
night, my greeting french is comfortable in
my mouth. | feel a part of this environment.
The cinema is beautiful. The canal Olympia
the night before was very slick. But this felt
Burkina. The seats were comfortable it has
African print on the walls, it feels
patchwork, local, homely. The cast and
crew of Xale gave a proud introduction. |
couldn't help but compare it to Bologna. I'm
even sat in the same seat | would in cinema
Arlechinno or Jolly. It feels like a special

place full of fully appreciative people. Film
no. 2 here we go!







Monday 27 February 2023
Meeting Gaston Kaboré

Tuesday 28 February 2023
Archives Conference
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| attended another conference
within the festival which was led by
the formidable Janaina Oliveira. A
space for diaspora programmers
and filmmakers to converse about
our diaspora experiences and
inclusion at FESPACO.
Interestingly, this was one of the
few festival events that didn't have
100% French language. The
language of the festival is certainly
a challenge, the films are all French
subtitled, and there are limited
English translations. The non
French speaking Jury of the festival
have a much bigger problem to deal
with! | found this intriguing at the
start of the festival and tiring by the
end. | don’t want to put my hand up
and ask for English translation of
film introductions and director
Q&As, as British colonial guilt
kicked in. However, by the end | was
ready to argue English isn't just for
the English, and as a South African,
| found it hard work. | suppose this
is because of the French and
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francophone funders. But it did beg
the question :

is FESPACO a Pan-African
Festival if it is mono-lingual?
Relating this to the diaspora
conversation, there was a question
posed -
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"we want to be here
[FESPACO], but do you want us
here?"

An interesting provocation that |
discussed in the evenings with
new friends. Angolan filmmaker
Ery Claver (director of Our Lady of
the Chinese Shop) and | debated
this one night, as it could be said
that diaspora can take up space
with wealth, privilege and access
to resources, and often lack direct
knowledge of the continent. But
we went on to discuss how we
cannot invalidate anyone’s
experiences, no matter their
connection to the continent, White
Africans included.

And before we know it the festival
is over! The closing ceremony was
a feast for the eyes, with both the
Burkina Faso & Mali presidents in
attendance. The announcements
of the awards were really exciting,
and some really well deserved
winners in that list. A fitting send
off and a great final party that
night. I'm sad to go but cannot
wait until FESPACO 2025 - and
now back into the cold and
heading off to Paris, France.
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https://www.criterion.com/current/posts/8104-spiral-cinema-a-conversation-with-janana-oliveira
https://geracao-80.com/ery-claver
https://mubi.com/films/our-lady-of-the-chinese-shop
https://mubi.com/films/our-lady-of-the-chinese-shop
https://www.africanews.com/2023/03/05/tunisian-youssef-chebbis-ashkal-wins-pan-african-film-award/
https://www.africanews.com/2023/03/05/tunisian-youssef-chebbis-ashkal-wins-pan-african-film-award/
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